
On August 19th Ring 96 held 

its most recent meeting.  

This meeting was very 

unusual and we went out on 

a limb to host this lecture 

which could not be called 

either mainstream magic, or 

a mainstream lecture in any 

way. 

The escape artist duo of 

Mark and Sheila Cannon 

came to present their 

unusual evening 

combination of Escapes and 

book report lecture. 

Mark and Sheila opened 

with three escape tricks 

from their former Magic 

Castle set. 

First was a combination 

handcuff and lock box 

escape.  A volunteer was 

invited to examine a pair of 

handcuffs.  The cuffs were 

placed on Mark’s wrists.   

The handcuffs were covered 

with a security box that 

covered the keyholes 

completely, and then Mark’s 

wrists, handcuffs and all, 

were placed in a clear plastic 

lock box, held shut with a 

metal bar that ran through 

the security box and the lock 

box, and all was padlocked 

shut…  When the box was 

covered with a cloth, Mark 

was free in 11 seconds. 

Next mark performed a 

straitjacket escape, but not 

just any straitjacket escape.  

Marks jacket was an official 

Posey brand.  These are used 

for restraint and transport of 

the mentally disturbed and 

the criminally insane.  This 

jacket is much harder to 

escape from as it has a belly 

loop and side loops.  These 

effectively hold the arms 

tightly to the sides and make 

any arm movement very 

difficult.  After that there 
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was a second jacket put on.  

This was similar to a 

straitjacket, but it is called a 

transport jacket.  This has no 

arms, but buckles tightly 

over the first jacket.  Thick 

ropes were clipped on to it, 

and two volunteers held 

Mark tightly.  Mark 

managed to struggle out of 

one jacket and then the 

other and received a rousing 

round of applause. 

Lastly came the diamond 

plate box escape.  This box 

was designed by Mark 

himself.  It was well 

researched, well built and 

amazingly well performed. 

This is a strong metal box 

made from construction 

grade material with three 

locks on it.  One is a key lock 

and one is a combination 

lock the last is a strap 

around the box.  Watching 

Mark crawl into this box, 

which did not appear big 

enough to fit a full-size man, 

was quite a sight.   Mark 

made MacGyver proud by 

using his belt to deal with 

one of the devices holding 

him in.  When he escaped, 

he took his well-deserved 

bow to a very happy 

audience. 

After a short break, Mark 

returned to the main event.  

His lecture about the book 

he has written called 

“Lincoln’s Scout.”  Having 

known Mark since 2005 I am 

aware of the high level of 

research that he can do and 

this was nothing short of 

brilliant.  We learned all 

about a man named Horatio 

Cooke who used various 

technique in his work 

including an uncanny ability 

to do rope escapes.  He also 

lived a live that made 

connections to such people 

as Harry Kellar and Harry 

Houdini.  I won’t give specific 

examples from either the 

book or the lecture, but if 

you get the chance to  see 

Mark and his lecture, Ring 96 

highly recommends it. 

After the lecture Mark sold 

and autographed his book, 

and received strong praise.  I 

was told it was the “Best 

lecture ever.” 

The conversation spilled over 

to dinner after the meeting 

with Mark, Sheila and our 

resident escape artist Cliff 

Gerstman catching up and 

sharing adventures. 

Another more 

than exciting 

evening at Ring 96. 

Well, we tried something 

new at the August 

meeting.  I gave out 

packets of flyers for the 

Stage competition, with a 

specific address of a 

specific library on each 

one.  I was pleasantly 

surprised at how quickly 

they were snapped up by 

people looking to help 

distribute them to their 

local libraries.  This saved 

me literally about 3 hours 

of driving time and 

however much gasoline 

that would be,  So, thank 

you all very much.  Now 

don’t forget to bring your 

friends to the stage 

competition next month, 

even if you are not 

performing yourself! 



 



 



HUBB made his triumphant 

return to us this meeting.  He 

was here to lecture last 

month and responded to the 

pleas of our members who 

wanted him to go over the 

moves in more detail. 

HUBB was glad to oblige. He 

presented his version of the 

slip force.   

He spoke of the importance 

of using the same force both 

times in the Chicago Opener. 

HUBB explained a self 

working trick that ends with 

four of a kind, even though 

you allow spectators to make 

some choices in the effect. 

He showed how he used to 

stop cards to mark a spot in 

the deck where cards were 

waiting that matched he 

previous prediction. 

HUBB did not have to do this.  

He chose to come back and 

go over in depth moves with 

us even though his wife may 

be ready to give birth at any 

moment. 

HUBB is a true gentleman 

with a strong commitment to 

his craft. 

Thank you HUBB! 
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The Hollywood Magic Castle September Birthday’s 

Brad Erickson 

Dan Habel 

Raj Tovar 

Do I have your Birthday  

month on file? Why not? 

Ring 313 — Hybrid meeting  

https://www.ring313.org  

Orange County Magic Club 

https://theocmc.com/ 

The Annual Stage Competition 

is coming next month, and we 

need your help.  How can you 

help if you are not performing 

in the show itself? 

Setting up chairs before. 

Putting away chairs after. 

Setting up the stage drapes 

before the show. 

Breaking down and folding the 

stage drapes after the show. 

Inviting all your friends to 

come to the show and vote for 

their favorite magician. 

Greeting guests as they arrive 

Making sure that anyone who 

voices an interest in joining 

the club hears all about it. 

Help keep younger audience 

members quiet. 

Helping to correct audience 

members who may be well-

intentioned but are heckling. 

This is our most major event 

of the year and it is definitely 

a team effort.  Everyone needs 

to pull together to pull 

this off and we can’t 

do  it without you. 

http://www.magiccastle.com/


Wow, what a great session of 

sessioning we had last night!  

During the meal the 

conversation went from how to 

become a member of the magic 

castle, to what are proprietary 

rights and how your original 

material can be stolen.  It was a 

very informative discussion. 

Bill Kornhauser opened up with 

an exciting card trick.  Cliff 

Gerstman did a version of 

Gemini Twins that included 

patter that demonstrated his 

talent for tongue twisters and 

high speed singing. .  Jheff 

showed off some material that 

was pirated from his book and 

produced for sale without him 

or his blessing.  It actually 

looked pretty good.  David .  Bill 

did another trick that Jheff 

showed us how to do a similar 

trick with greater efficiency. We 

all had an amazing time, and  

even former Ring member 

Steve Lund dropped by to say 

hello and drop off some raffle 

donations. 

You should join us next 

time, you would have 

fun! 









To buy tickets, contact Murray 562-331-3949 

Professional magicians, including 

 Magic Castle performers! 

Sponsored by Congregation Shalom 

September 27, 2023 

Doors open  12:30 pm 

Close-up Magic  1:00 pm 

Stage  Magic  2:00 pm 

Clubhouse 2: 

13533 Seal Beach Blvd, 

Leisure World 









On the first Saturday of the 

month, multiple magicians  

from The Magic Castle 

will amaze sud-sippers from  

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

 with their sleight of hand.  



Vanishing Inc Presents… An Alaska Cruise. 

https://www.vanishingincmagic.com/ 



https://magicshopsandiego.com/cart 


